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PRESIDENT'S PAGE 


With all eyes on the legislature now, we await whatever fate our 
ISLA bills will have with some impatience and more hope, From ali over 
the state we hear of legislators promising to help our biiis through, 
and the Governor and the present Library Commission seem favorably 
disposed, An efficient and hardworking legislative committee (led by 
Mrs, Mable Baker) and reorganized only recently in Boise because of 
various causes affecting the old committee's makeup, has done a fine 
job of publicizing our legislative needs, 


You will note that this is the second of a series of special issues 
principally devoted to one type of Idaho library. Miss Mildred Hilswick 
of Pocatello High School, with the help of many throughout the state, has 
capably edited the school libraries articles. 


Reports of the nominating and constitutional revision committees 
are other features of this issue, Please note the increased dues you 
have agreed to (By-laws, Art. I, Sec. 1)3 this plus our advertising 
revenue (for which much thanks is due Rodney Waldron, hard-working 
advertising manager since last September) should result in a much 
improved "Librarian" from now on. We may even be able to afford to 
print soon, instead of mimeographing§ 


The difficulties the nominating committee encountered in getting 
individuals to run for office points up a fact of which I have been 
aware since I came to Idaho, For some reason, most of the ISLA members 
are willing to accept the benefits of membership without being willing 
to accept responsibilities. No matter what is accomplished in improving 
Idaho library service, wider, wholehearted cooperation will benefit all, 
It is simply not fair to expect a few already busy people to shoulder the 
whole load year after year. 


Now, after taking the usual presidential prerogative of both 


applauding and chiding, let me wish all ISLA members and prospective 
members a most successful and happy New Year! 


Eli M. Oboler 


FLASH! 


The State Library Commission Bill (see page 5) was introduced by 
the Education Committee, Idaho Senate, as S.B.37, on January 23, 1953. 
WRITE YOUR LEGISLATORS! TELL YOUR FRIENDST S PASS IT THIS TIME! 


LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 


(The December 18 letter, news release, and explanatory statement were 
distributed throughout the state by the very capable and hard-working 
Legislative Committee, The news which immediately follows this note 
was received January 15. If one or both bills do pass, much credit 
is due all of these women. E.M.0.) 


We hope to have our Library Bills introduced as a committee 
measure by the Senate Committee on Education and Educational Insti- 
' tutions. As soon as we learned that the bills were in the hands of the 
chairman of this committee, we got busy. Seven of the eleven members 
were interviewed by Miss Nearhood, Mrs. John Walters, and myself. 


This morning at 8:30, I called Senator Cook to ask when our bills 
would be considered and his answer was. "In ten minutes. Come over and 
you may have all the time you need with the committee." Four of us 
went - Miss Bingham, Miss Selby, Miss Nearhood, and I. We had a very 
interesting time and the discussion took about fifty minutes, The 
men would not let us stop with an explanation of our two bills. They 
wanted to know what was to be done by this State Library Board. (By 
the way, the bill reads: "The state Library Board shall consist of", 
Note please that we have deleted the word "Created", We are not creat- 
ing anything. We are merely changing the procedure of the membership 
thereof.) When we left, we gave to Senator Cook, Chairman, a copy of 
Leonard Thorpe's excellent report(printed in the July, 1952 "Idaho 
Librarian) which has been the motivating force of the Legislative 
Committee. I am glad I had this report in my folder this morning for 
it provided a concrete answer to the question: "Has any survey been 
made of Idaho Libraries?" 


The members of ISLA have a job to do - and the time is NOW. The 
three letters which I received from our library people were of great 
service to use Mr. W. F. Heyrend, Librarian, Rigby High School, wrote 
that he had contacted Senator Moss of Jefferson County. Ruth Pearce 
had written from Orofino to say that she had contacted Senator Cardiff, 
How lucky it was that these very men were on that Education Committee, 
and how much easier it was to approach them, knowing they had been 
talked with at the home front. The Gooding Public Library Board wrote 
that they had contacted their representatives. This will help immeas- 
urably, We are so few here in Boise and the job is too big for us to 
do without your help. Will you not urge our librarians all over the 
state to contact their Legislators immediately and to write me what 
they have done so that we can build on the groundwork they have laid, 
Please watch the Boise papers for the number of the bill when it is 
introduced. The big job now is to get letters to the members of the 
Education Committee of the Senate as well. Here is a list of the — 
members of that Committees 


Buxton, 0. J..(D), Driggs Cook, Eldon W. (R), Pegram, Chairman 
Cardiff, Leonard (R), Pierce Cooper, Fred (R), Grace 
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Davis, Ray, J. (R), Pocatello Starr, Clyde (R), Salmon 
Gaffney, Ernest (D), Plummer Thatcher, K. J. (R),Sugar City 
Hamilton, Clark (D), Weiser White, Raymond (R), Boise 
Moss, Hyrum (R), Rigby 


Boise, Idaho 
December 18, 1952 


To the members of the Idaho State Library Association 
and Others Interested in Idaho Libraries: 


We regret that time did not permit our submitting to each of 
you for your personal approval the enclosed library bills to be pre- 
sented to the 1953 Legislature. However, they were approved by the 
ISLA executive committee and we feel that the spirit of the legis- 
lation proposed at the biennial meeting at Caldwell has been main- 
tained. Governor Len Jordan and Attorney-General Robert E. Smylie 
have both been consulted about this final form. 


The enclosed News Release was sent out by the Idaho Press Asso- 
ciation to eighty-five newspapers. However we realize that mimeo- 
graphed releases often end in the waste basket unless followed up 
with a per onal call. Would you call on the editor of your paper and 
ask him to give the cause good publicity? 


A letter is going out from your Legislative Committee to each 
legislator containing copies of the enclosed material. But these 
letters will have little meaning for the legislators without a per- 
sonal word from their own local people. One note postmarked "Homeville" 
will often result in an "Aye" at roll call, It will do even more good 
if you will talk to your legislators personally before they come to 

ise. 


A letter from you, enclosing a clipping from your local news- 
paper and a report on the contacts made, will be an encouragement to 
those of us at work at the State House, 


Yours truly, 


Idaho State Library Association 
Legislative Committee 


(Mrs.) Mabel E. Baker, Chairman 
(Miss) Reva Nearhood 
(Miss) Mildred Selby 
(Mrs.) Edith Brummer 


(PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTIZERS ; TELL THEM WHERE YOU SAW THE AD!) 
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NEWS RELEASE 
MORE LIBRARIES FOR IDAHO 


Do you live near a good public library? If you do, would you 
like to help extend that privilege to jhe slightly over one-half of 
the people of our state who now have no local library service? The 
library is a cooperative undertaking, It should not be limited to 
people who live in urban centers, but should reach out to the smallest 
and most remote community. 


In our neighbor states of Utah and Wyoming, about eighty-five per 
cent of the people are served by town and county public libraries, In 
Utah, only 14.5 per cent of the people have no local library service; 

in Wyoming, only 16.1 per cent. In Idaho the percentage is 51.8. No 
other western state has a higher percentage without local library service, 
These figures are taken from statistics based on the latest information 
oe state agencies and published in the Wilson Library Bulletin, October 
1951. 


The last ten years have brought great progress in library legislation 
in many of the states. Back of the passage of these laws have been public 
spirited groups such as P.T.A., The Grange, The Farm Bureau, Women's Clubs, 
Such groups are swinging into action in our own state, The aim for the 
1953 session of the Idaho Legislature is to createa State Library Board 
selected by the Governor on the basis of interest and experience in libr- 
ary problems. By talking with or writing to your legislators, urging 

the passage of this bill, you can help strengthen the state-wide library 
program in Idaho. This can eventually result in bringing to every village 
or rural community, however remote, good library service, 


HHS 


YOUR STATE LIBRARY BILLS FOR 1953 


Two bills designed to make possible more effective library service 
in Idaho are to be presented at the 1953 legislative session. One bill 
amends section 33-2501, Idaho Code, to read as follows: 


"The State Library Commission shall consist of the State Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction as ex officio Secretary, and three members 
appointed 7 = Governor, one for a term of one year, one for a term of 
cy ears, and one for a term of three years, Thereafter the Governor 
ates ca” on the first Monday of July appoint one member oF said 

shalt anny to serve for a term of three years, The State Library Commission 
Shall meet not less Sa an twice each year, and the members thereof shall be 
paid the Suapeers | diem allowance authoriged by law. 

“Wis anetd tory act shall take effect and be in force on and 
after July l, 1953." 


The present commission is an ex officio body, the members of which 
are assigned to that task by virtue of another office, the duties of 
which have greatly increased since the law was originally passed. The 
result is that activities are now limited to the signing of papers and 
caring for routine matters incident tothe maintenance of the Travelling 
Library. It was at the suggestion of Attorney General Robert E. Smylie, 
the chairman of the present Library Commission, that the Idaho State 
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Library Association initiated this change to an appointive body selected 
on the basis of iriterest and experience in library problems, The naming 
of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction as ex officio secre- 
tary would provide an official at the State House in a position to serve 
as point of contact between the Governor and the Commission, 


The second bill repeals the law which places the State Library 
Commission under the supervision of the Board of Education. This second 
bill is a copy of section 33-113, Idaho Code, omitting subdivision ll 
and renumbering the subsequent subdivisions, The purpose of this bill 
is to repeal an obsolete law and to secure freedom of action for the 
Library Commissions 


WHY REGIONAL LIERARIES? 


"The county library, which was developed in the early 1900's 
as a means for promoting library extension to unserved rural areas, 
has seemingly made little progress in the last decade, Of the 3,000 
odd counties in the United States, only 230 had established such 
libraries (spending $1,000, or more, annually) in 1935; and the 
movement which had proved so successful in providing service in rural 
areas in California from 1910 to 1930, and in England from 1920 to 
1935, seems to have lost, temporarily, much of its force. The depres- 
sion may have been a modifying factor, Relatively small populations, 
limited assessed valuations, and other causes have also affected the 
situation. At present, librarians are hopeful that the regional 
library, which may include two or more counties, or a trade area with 
larger populations and taxable resources, may prove a more effec ent 
type for this purpose. Its successful development, it is hoped, 
may. achieve the double objective of wiping out the discrepancy 
between the increase in the total population and that in the popu- 
lation served, and of providing a more effective means of accessibility 
in rural areas." Louis R. Wilson, "The Geography of Reading", 
pe 32. (American Library Association and the University of Chicago 
Press, 1938.) 


(PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS; TELL THEM WHERE YOU SAW THE AD!) 


THE GREATEST NEEDS OF IDAHO SxCONDARY SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


A well-equipped, competently dirécted, properly utilized library 
is clearly essential to the program of the modern secondary schooly For 
many years the truth of this statement was not quite cenerally conceded 
ifi the educational circles of Idaho. However, in recent years we have 
come around to the concession of this truth, so that now we are making 
some progress in the concept that a good library is an essential part of 
every secondary school program. Our progress in this direction has come 
at the insistence of school people from many levels in education, and no 
small influence has been exerted by the State Department of Education 
through the application of the standard on accreditation dealing with 
high school libraries, 


Each high school now has a place, or room, which is called the 
library. While in many schools there is much yet to be desired in 
library facilities, most schools have managed to provide facilities 
that are attractive, stimulating, and helpful to both teachers and 
pupils, Nany of our high schools have been provided with librarians 
with at least minimum requirements in training, in spite of the ereat 
shortace of personnel trained in librarianship, A fair job has also 
been done in the area of organization and records for the library. In 
the face of the advances that have been made, the ¢reatest incidence of 
violation of accreditation standards still comes in the standard dealing 
with libraries, Much, very isuch, must yet be done before we can feel 
satisfied with our library facilities, 


I feel that the paramount need of Idaho secondary school libraries 


is the better selection of materials, No matter how well housed and 
organized the library may be, no matter how well trained the librarian is, 
important as these things are, the extent to which libraries contribute 
to the purposes of education depends, to a large derree, upon the amount 
and quality of materials which the library contains. 


My observations lead me to believe that most high school libraries 
in Idaho are suffering from the lack of proper balance of materials, and 
also from improper procedures in selecting them. ‘oo often the subscrip- 
tion to current periodicals is lacking, or at least is inadequate. The 
percentage of classification runs too heavily to fiction in contrast to 
the neglect of sufficient books in areas such as Social Studies, Science, 
Biography, etc. There should also be a cenerous percentage of mystery 
and animal stories on the shelves. Teachers, administrators, and libr- 
arians must work together in the selection of library materials, and 
teachers should not ienore their responsibility in this important part 
of education. It is the responsibility of the teacher to be fully in- 
formed on the availability of the best materials that should be in the 
library for her department, and she should not be turned aside, nor 
shirk her duty in seeing that they are provided. She should have an 
active part in the organization and administration of the library, and 
should feel that she can make a very valuable contribution to the edu- 
cation of boys and girls by doing so, 


The second area of greatest need is that of the use of library 
materials. The use that is made of the high school library is a good 


a 


indication of the educational growth of pupils, The work of the class- 
room is built around information which is communicated to pupils through 
books. A single text book does not accomplish this purpose, Reference 
books of all kinds must be used as supplementary sources if the proper 
job is to be done, Teachers must assume the responsibility for special 
assignments involving the use of library materials. 


Another important point in the use of the library by pupils is 
learning to use the card files, To me, this is extremely important, 
especially for pupils who will be going on to college where they will 

_ meet the challenge of independent research. The teacher and the librarian 
must consider this job as one of importance. Too often card files are 
found behind cages, or are inaccessible to pupils, This is not proper, 
and where such is the case pupils are denied the use of one of the fine 
teaching aids of the library, 


In conclusion, I would like to make an appeal for greater expend- 
itures for library materials, Due to the infletion of the dollar, 
doubling the appropriation would not be enough. The increase should be 
sufficient to permit gains to be made in materials and service. 


H, Maine Shoun 
State High School Supervisor 


Books... and 
from MctLURG’S 


McClurg's, with over half a century of specialized library service, 
is equipped to serve you well! Our staff is skilled in the handling 


of Library, School, and College book orders. 


We welcome your patronage . . . and the opportunity to serve you. 


AC MCCLURG & CO. 


33% EAST ONTARIO STREsT CHICAG 11, TLLINOIS 
"Serving Librarians is Our Business" 


SOLID SCHEDULING AND THE LIBRARY 


No more "study halls" is the sweetest music a librarian ever heard. 
We feel that we are very fortunate at South Fremont High School in 
St. Anthony to have a library that functions as a library, not as a 
corrective institution, or dumping ground for students who have not been 
able psychologically or academically to fit into regular high school 
routine, 


It has not been easy to adjust all of the pupils and all of the 
teachers to our new schedule, but this second year of solid scheduling 
has ironed out most of the "kinks" and our new system functions well. 
For those not fortunate enough to have had an introduction to solid 
scheduling, a brief explanation may be necessary for them to understand 
our system. The day is divided into six fifty-five minute periods. 
Each student is required to register for. six subjects which does away 
with study halls. 


There was considerable skepticism on the part of the teachers and 
state officials that our new, well-equipped library would not have enough 
use to warrant the money expended upon it. However, we average at least 
ten complete classes a week besides the influx of students who get special 
permission to do research work, and those students are in the library for 


a purpose. 


When a class is given a library assignment, their teacher accompanies 
them to the library. The students are not spoon-fed with arbitrary mater- 


ial, already chosen, although there may be a shelf on reserve for some 
particular material that the teacher wishes to be available. They are 
encouraged to browse and search with the added help of the library science 
students. 


Our school offers library science to six juniors or seniors who 
have better than average grades, six periods a day. The course offered 
is primarily organized so that the students may be able as early as 
possible in the school year to know the various types of reference work, 
the functioning of the card catalogue, the location of books on the 
shelf, the use of the Readers Guide, and anything else pertaining to the 
library that will be of help to those who have had but little library 
experience. These library science students take a great deal of pride, 
justifiably I believe, in finding material, helping others to understand 
the library, and checking books in and out. They receive a full credit 
for this course and enjoy it, particularly as it is of the work-shop type. 


The question is asked, "But how can the students take six periods 
a day, and get their studying done without a study-hall?" First, the 
curriculum had to be broadened, which is of course commendable. We 
added industrial arts, shop, music, business methods, psychology and 
other skill subjects to make a more vital curriculum. In each class 
where assignments are made the teacher is supposed to give the students ~ 
a reasonable amount of time in the regular classes for supervised study. 
The algebra teacher does a much better job of supervision in the prepara. 
tion of the algebra assignment than the librarian, who may not have had 
algebra for twenty years. If a class of history is studying the United 
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Nations, for instance, they come down to the library where the librarian 
has already been instructed to have some material put on reserve. The 
pupils also hunt for some material themselves, which gives them a greater 
interest in the library. Here, also, is where the library science students 
are helpful. Together, the history pupil and library science student make 
a team, one helping the other. 


_ This new schedule does away with a great deal of cheating. In an 
English class where they used workbooks it was a daily occurrence in the 
old system to see one workbook passed around for a whole group to copy. 
Under the direct supervision of the English teacher, the student works 
out his own problems, and that period of supervised study is worth an 
hour of study hall distractions, I don't believe there is anything that 
has done more to develop poor study habits than the old-fashioned "study 
hall", 


We keep worrying about the exceptionally bright child who gets his 
work done before the rest of the group. The library helps to answer that 
problem. Here, with our open shelves, vertical file, and magazines of 

all descriptions is an outlet for the above average student in a constructive 
medium. 


The whole atmosphere of our library has changed. It used to be, as 
most study-halls are, a place where you needed a police badge or a black- 
snake whip. Now it is orderly and quiet, yet busy all day. Our curriculum 
is increased, and the librarian gets a feeling of satisfaction that she is 
helping in the dissemination of knowledge, instead of being a warden over 
an unruly bunch of hoodlums. The result of this solid scheduling is a 
broader experience program of study for each student, and test results 
each year show a much higher achievement level. 


Mrs. Rachel Dickinson, Librarian 
North Fremont High School 
St. Anthony, Idaho 


WHAT'S A LIBRARY FOR? 


",..The true function of a library is to permit and encourage men 
to grow up and achieve maturity'in an atmosphere of freedom, that they 
may feel that life has something to give them and they something to give. 
A world that was well provided with 'free' libraries would be a world 

of happy, sensible, peaceful, constructive men and also a world of 
immense variety, excitement and adventure." Lionel R. McColvin, "The 
True Function of a Library", p. 5. British Book News, January, 1953. 


— 


SUBJECT HEADINGS FOR SCHOOL LIBRARY CARD CATALOGS 


The Technical Processes Committee of the American Association of 
School Librarians (of which Miss Effie La Plante of Chicago is Chairman), 
through the Committee's state representatives, have during the past year 
conducted a nation-wide survey of student choices of subject headings, 

for use in school library card catalogs. 


Here in Boise, questionnaires were distributed to our two junior 
high schools (North and South) and to Boise High School, Choices were 
te be made, between those listed in Sears List of Subject Headings (1950) 
and of suggested alternates, possibly more acceptable to our modern 
youngsters. 


Samples of findings showed, for instance, that "social security" was 
preferred to "insurance, social"; "interior decoration" met with approval, 
over "house decoration"; "fraternities" (or sororities) preferred to 

"Greek letter societies", "humor" better than "wit and humor"; and "magic" 
much preferred to "conjuring", etc. 


This Fall the experiment was to be continued on a larger scale, and 
in December your state representative was asked to send copies of another 
questionnaire, this time to various school libraries throughout the State. 

_ The findings are to be returned by a designated January date, will then 
be compiled and later printed in an issue of "School Libraries" (the 
official publication of the American Association of School Librarians). 

It is hoped that eventually a future revision of Sears may include sub- 
jects better suited to the subject-terminology of students in our schools. 


(Mrs.) Marjorie E, Fairchild 
Idaho State Representative of the 
Technical Processes Committee 

American Association of School Librarian: 
American Library Association 


CURRENT TRENDS IN SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


The January, 1953 issue of "Library Trends" (available from the 
7 University: of I}linois Library School, Urbana, Illinois, for $2) is 
a special one on "Current Trends in School Librarians." Outstanding 
authorities cover many important topics, with full bibliographies. 

j Noteworthy, I thought, was the fact that Utah and Idaho have the 

lowest - nationwide - requirements in library science (six hours) for 
state certification. Washington requires five to thirty hours, accord- 
ing to size of school. Thirty-seven states require a bachelor's degree 
for a library certificate; Idaho does not. E.M.0. 


| 
| 
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ENCOURAGING AND PROMOTING BOOK CIRCULATION 


Of our 425 students registered in the Rigby Senior High School, 
approximately 350 are reading library books at one time, or at least 
have them in their possession. Occasionally a book will be returned 
without having been read. Our library report made to the State Depart- 
ment of Education in October and just before we dismissed school for the 
potato harvest showed 2h); books in the hands of students, Three weeks 
ago our tally shows we had 13 non-fiction books and 217 fiction in the 
hands of students, \Today, December 10, 1952, our count shows 136 non~ 
fiction and 209 fiction library books in the hands of students, and 55 
in the hands of teachers. These books are signed out from our main 
library on a two-week basis. Reserve shelf books, reference books, 
Ags library, Home Economics library, and books and pamphlets in posses 
sion of teachers are not included in the count. 


In addition to these volumes in the hands of students, we find a 
great activity and extensive reading and research in the general refer- 
ence section of our library. The World Book, Compton's Pictured, 
Americana, Britannica, Lincoln's, Webster's Biographical, Who's Who and 
other reference books are in constant use. 


In addition to 2,300 books in the main library, we have approxi- 
mately 1,500 books in our Ag. library and 100 in our Home Economics 
library. These books are being loaned to students. Just how exten- 
sively, I am not able to say. We have not fully worked out our cooper- 
ation between the libraries. Many of these 55 books in the hands of 
teachers are being loaned directly to students, the teachers becoming 
responsible for their return. Our high school students have access to 
the Rigby Public Library, md borrow many books from it. We keep posted 
on our bulletin board the days and hours that the public library is 
open. We have a good supply of pamphlets and a functioning vertical 
_ file which are also used. 


What has brought about this activity in the library? There can be 
but one answer to the question: a group of teachers and executives who 
are enthusiastic about library service. Our principal and superintend- 
ent are men who know the value of first-class library service in any 
school system. The result is that our requests for books and supplies 
are always met. We are encouraged in our effort and even get a little 
praise once in a while, which helps. 


Last year two of our teachers attended an extension class in 
advanced book selection offered by Ricks College. These teachers have 
been very active in selecting books for the library and in making assigned 


readings. 


There are, however, other reasons for our teachers! interest in their 
library: We encourage them to help select books for their departments, 
Sometimes they make up their entire list. We invite them to use our 
book-selection aids: Standard Catalog for High Schools, Book Review 

aay Fe Booklist, Look Librarian and Bie To plement, and the Satur- 


eview of Literature. When teachers find these aids full of reviews 
annotations of wonderful books, they become really enthusiastic about 
the very helpful books listed therein. If we should have any one criticism 
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about our teachers! selections, it would be that they become too enthusi- 
astic about their orders. 


Books selected from these aids are already classified. Upon their 
receipt they are processed quickly and either signed out to the teachers 
who ordered them or the teacher is invited in to look over the books 
before they are put on the shelves. The teacher gets a chance to handle 
the books and note their contents and general value. Generally speaking 
she is elated with these new books, because they are the books of her 
choice, on the most parts She is anxious to get these books into the 
library for further assignments. 


In addition to these new books, the teachers get a list of all 
books received in this new collection, arranged alphabetically under 
names of authors with names of teachers, in parenthesis, who ordered 
that particular book or books. We try to include the call number for 
each book title. This enables the teachers to make assignments more 
definitely, and it helps the students to more easily locate the book in 
the library. 


We make many lists of books for teachers in order to help them in 
their assignments. Teachers may know well the books in the library, but 
with a list before them they can more intelligently and easily make 
assignments. We hand to all teachers who are interested a list of all 
fiction books in the library, a list of historical novels, career novels, 
vocational guidance books and pamphlets, books for girls, books for boys, 
remedial reading books, and lists of books for departments. A list of 
prize books in our library with particular prize won has proven to be a 


great stimulus to reading. Our historical novel list contains more than 
just the name of author and the title of the book. It contains the 
period covered, the national setting, and other information to enable 
the teacher and student to choose definitely the particular history they 
want, in order to coordinate the novel with the period they are studying. 
Our teachers do know the books in their departments, and they use them, 


We invite teachers, especialiy the new teachers, into the library, 
and we help them locate their departments and books. Departments do 
overlap. The history department may assign "Recessional" or other poems. 
It seems to me that any department could make use of "The Rubaiyat of 
Omar Khayyam." Our teachers know and feel strongly that the library 
belongs to them and that they must know the whole library as well as 
their departments if they are to use it to the fullest. 


In this business of encouraging the reading of library books, the 
bulletin board plays an important part. The placement of the bulletin 
board depends upon the school plant. In most schools it is placed in the 
study hall, stationary, It may be a mobile affair, displayed in depart- 
ments, class rooms--selective, of course. With the solid schedule it 
would have to be in the library or departments or corridor. Possibly a 
combination would work. 


Our bulletin board is in our study hall. Book covers are preserved 
carefully. The book classification number is placed on the cover which 
is filed alphabetically under names of authors. These book covers are 
the basis of our bulletin board displays. These displays may supplement 
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class-room assignments, For example, if the history teachers are devot- 
ing time to the reading of historical novels, a list of the novels with 
the covers of the books, or as many as you may have, may be placed on 

the bulletin board. If the English department is assigning career themes, 
a display of vocational books and pamphlets should be featured on the 
board. Books for Girls, Books for Beys, career novels also make good 
displays and encourage reading. 


During the last two weeks we have displayed on our board the book 
covers from animal books just to see what the result would be. We 
were surprised to see how the boys came for those books. Wild Animals 
of the World seemed to be their first choice. The display was worthwhile. 
The books were handled and read. Bven the students from the art depart- 
ment, seeing the animal pictures on the bulletin board, checked the books 
out for model drawings of their own. 


This week we received a new order of books, the best sellers, bought 
with money collected as library fines, Our students know these books are 
here, since the books are bought with their money. The book jackets with 
a list of the books, the same list that will go out to teachers, arranged 
alphabetically under names of authors, will be placed on the bulletin 
board Monday morning, and these new books will be placed between book 
ends placed on the library desk. New books! appealing books! The 
Silver Chalice, Caine Mutiny, Matador, and others. How long will they 
remain between those book ends? The first study hall group that comes 
in will check those books out, for "five days only," we will say. "Hurry 
so somebody else may read these wonderful books." Nothing like it to 
stimulate reading! 


We encourage students to place their order for books, too. Their 
names are placed on the list of new books along tith the names of 
teachers. This list is kept on the library desk for the use of these 
students. We live in the heart of a bee industry. Our boys have asked 
for books on bees, and we have them, They take them home for their dads 
to read, and they read them, too. Our boys have asked for books on 
airplane mechanics. These we have bought and placed on the shelves, 

The boys were notified when the books arrived, and they are being read 
eagerly. Recently one of our boys came with a list of Farley's books, 
the Black Stallion, The Stallion Filly, etc. They are on order. Of 
course, we cannot order all books requested. We try to explain to the 
teachers why they do not get all the books they want. Possibly a dupli- 
cation, poor book or some other cause prevents us from ordering. We 
know that working closely with boys and girls in the ordering of books 
does stimulate reading. 


We have a little display stand that our study-hall teacher, Mrs. 
Wolz, likes immensely, It has on it the word, "Recommended." She 
likes to put one of her favorite books on that stand, and it is gener- 
ally smapped up immediately by some eager student. 


Recently the motion picture Quo Vadis played in Rigby. The book, 
Quo Vadis was placed in this little book holder, not to be taken for 
a couple of days in order that all might have a chance to see it. The 
book cover and the advertisements of the show were featured on the bulletin 
board. That book will be in strong demand the rest of the year. Good 
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picture shows are always advertised in our school ag a means of stimu- 
lating reading, and, of course, we want the students to see these good 


showSe 


We use our bulletin board for picures of men and women in the 
current news, cartoons, special holidays, etc. Assign a couple of 
students to this task, and see how onderful they will make it. 


In conclusion, I know that every one of you could add many 
activities used to encourage the circulation of books. But we just 
cannot do all that we want to do. If we have but one period for the 
library, we will do but very little. If we are a full-time librarian, 
we may do a lot, but not all. Library work is a big job that is never 
finished quite to suit the enthusiastic librarian. 


W. F. Heyrend, Librarian 
Rigby High School 


(PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS; TELL THEM WHERE YOU SAW THE AD!) 
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LIBRARIANS: ACTIVE OR PASSIVE? 


(The following is a recently written version of ah extemporaneous 
talk given for the luncheon meeting of the 5th District School Librarians, 
held at Pocatello High School, November 22, 1952.) 


For the benefit of those who may not quite understand my stated 
topic, let me quote several standard Socent tions from the field of grammar, 
to begin with: 


The active voice indicates that the subject is performing 
the action; the passive, that it is acted upon. Intransitive 
verbs of course have no voice. 


I trust that none of my audience classifies under “intransitive verbs"! 


When you, as a librarian, engage in social or civic or political 
activity, you are cting, not being acted upon. Your actions reflect 
the special knowledge and training you have had, and serve as a unique 
addition to the knowledges and trainings of the rest of the public. That 
knowledge and training serve to make you a better citizen than many, if 
you will but use your abilities. 


Too often, the common stereotype of the librarian as the narrow- 
minded recluse, involved in pettifogging details of picayune administrative 
problems, is all too true. Some of us become so obsessed with the book 
as a possession that we forget our true, vital responsibility as communi- 
cators and become mere book-keepers,. 


The school librarian has many opportunities to live in the active, 
rather than the passive voice, His or her contacts with students, of 
course, must necessarily be in large measure of the routine type. Yet 
even these may serve as occasional moments to help inspire the student 
with both a respect and a love for books and the knowledge in them. 


In dealing with the faculty, the school librarian who is active does 
more than wait, a solitary spider, for the unwary Miss Muffets who fall 
into his or her web. At faculty meetings, in the lunchroom, in every 
possible way, including the use of the written or printed word in book- 
lists, book reminders, and school newspaper columns the active school 
librarian takes advantage of every chance to publicise the library and 
its contents. The administration of the school, incidentally, should 
also be made aware of the librarian's needs and services. 


Do not misunderstand me} This is not a plea for personal glorifi- 
cation, for self-praise, for individual advertisement. I am simply 
asking the librarian not to feel he has nothing to offer, either as a 
person or professionally. On the contrary, the active librarian takes 
his proper place, an individual among individuals, 


In the present fear-befogged climate of public opinion, it is in 
the field of censorship that the librarian must be most active, The 
Library Bill of Rights needs implementation, even if the one who does 
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so should:-incur the wrath. of*self-chosen guardians of narrow and 
restrictive definitions of freedom of speech, One need not go out of 
one's way to advertise the controversial publications in the library, 
but one also need not hide them. The library which provides both sides 
is on the side of John Milton, Thomas Jefferson, and even that Leader 
who said, "Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free," 


Eli M. Oboler, Librarian 
Idaho State College Library 


"Libraries do not exist for and in themselves. There is a library 
in the school only to serve the school. Since the library exists for 
the parent institution, the school has a right to expect gracious, willing 
and competent service from the librarian. Proper training will provide 
the knowledge, a transcript will tell the employer whether the person 
applying for a position has had the courses needed. The attributes 
that make the subject of that transcript a good librarian can less easily 
be evaluated from paper credentials. The librarian who is always ready 
to offer aid where it is needed and to refrain from interfering when 
the student prefers to do his own work, is approved by the student 
groupe The librarian who hustles busily around the library suggesting 
'good' books to students who have not yet been inspired to read, is not 
respected. The librarian who insisted on looking up a point instead of 
answering the question that will enable the student to find his own 
answer, irritates the alert and intelligent child, The librarian who 
stands over the student who is trying to use special library aids watch- 
ing to be sure he does it properly, is an annoyance. 


The school principal is justified in demanding the kind of librarian 
who will give service at all times, to all comers, md give it pleasantly. 
The librarian is not a classroom teacher, although he should be able 
to appear before a class and present material in an effective manner. 
His is the more difficult role, because he must strive to create an 
opportunity and then wait until the time is right. The librarian does 
not have a class which must sit and listen to him for a given number of 
hours weekly, a class that can be controlled in part by the grade 
demanded for a course. Instead of groups, he teaches individuals. A 
most satisfying way of teaching, especially since it is done as the 
need arises. He teaches the curious how to use books and libraries, 

He inspires in others the love of reading. But he only teaches when 

he has an opportunity. He does not force himself upon the unwilling, 

but he creates, sometimes slowly, a willingness to be taught. The 
adequately trained librarian, interested in people, in books, in schools, 
and in librarianship as a profession, with 'Service' as his motto, can 
contribute much to the library of today. The principals are justified 
in demanding such librarians." Thelma Eaton, "The School Librarian-- 
Attributes and Qualifications.™ Educational Administration and Super- 
vision, Vol. 38, No. 2,5 February, 1952, Ppe 100-101. 


BOISE PUBLIC SCHOOLS PROFESSIONAL LIBRARY 


This letter is not an article! - but it is rather to record some- 
thing which we hope has been a progressive step for the elementary 
school libraries of Boise, 


During the month of October, we distributed in our elementary schools 
a Library Manual. This was prepared by me as a partial answer to the 
long-felt need for some standardization of library procedures in our 
school libraries. Our libraries are cared for by teachers, often with 
little-or-no time to spend as librarians, some with teaching loads per- 
mitting almost no library supervision, Furthermore, as with all teachers, 
there is a constant "turnover", and a school library may suddenly fall 
heir to a new person-in-charge, who has had no previous library experience. 
We have, as yet, no real program of in-service training, hence a manual 
seemed in order. 


Ours will prove, we hope, a definite help to the local situation. 
It is intended only for that ~ obviously a general school library manual 
would have some things deleted, and some added. This is a mimeographed 
bulletin and endeavors to cover most of the problems, and to answer most 
of the questions, which have arisen here, we have seventeen elementary 
schools, in only three of which have the librarians had any previous 
library training or experience. 


Before my advent in August, 1951, no trained librarian had had any 
supervision of the school libraries, for some years. However, the Children's 
Department of the BoiseCarnegie Library had been of greatest help, through 
the years, and still is, in its very generous lending of supplementary 
reading material, and in library visits. 


I should like here to make a brief explanation of our lack of subject 
cards. When I came, I found that they had never been made, for the school 
catalogs - and, as I inherited the Professional Library (for teachers' 
use) along with the elementary schools, there has seemed more wisdom in 
achieving better libraries than in starting more cards which may be diffi- 
cult to keep up = and, as indicated on page thirteen of the Manual, we 
are endeavoring to add that subject information in the simplest way 
possible, for all concerned. I certainly approve of subject headings - 
lots of them! - and beyond the elementary grades they are used most 
freely. 


Marjorie E. Fairchild, Librarian 
Professional Library 
Boise Public Schools 


(PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS; TELL THEM WHERE YOU SAW THE AD!) 
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IDAHO FALLS SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY 


Idaho Falls has long believed that a well+planned library is an 
integral part of a high school and provides the best atmosphere for a 
fine, exploratory laboratory for young people. We are now experiencing 
the benefits of such careful planning in the library of our new and 
thoroughly modern high school. 


It is housed in an attractive glass-enclosed wing that juts out 
from the center of the building. The pale green and tan walls and the 
shelves that line the main reading room create a friendly and inviting 
atmosphere. Small squares of stained green glass placed at intervals 
in the windows break the glare and keep the light soft. Overhead is an 
acoustic ceiling and modern lighting - both direct and indirect, The 
floors carry out the color scheme in an interesting pattern of green and 
tan asphalt tile. Here, at modern blonde reading tables, we can seat 
comfortably 120 students, and here is our main library collection. We 
have, of course, an open door and open shelves, since we believe that 
accessibility provides a most effective invitation to reading. 


Many new books haye been added so far this year, and we are expect- 
ing still more, so our shelves are gradually filling. It is wonderful 
to have so much room for expansion, as the library in the old Senior 
High School was "bursting at the seams"* last year. We are using the 
shelves at the end of the library only for display purposes at the present 
time. 


In the main lobby is the charging desk, the card catalog and a 
large bulletin board. Directly behind the desk is a well-equipped work 
room for our convenience, We are very proud of the fact that we also 
have a separate reference room where students can do their special 
research work, and satisfy an inquiring mind exploring the shelves, 
picture files, and magazines. We have now an unusually fine reference 
collection for a high school, and with our new additions we feel that 
at last we can now more fully shoulder our own burden in meeting the 
demands and needs of our student body and faculty. Our public library 
has been carrying a large part of our load in the past. 


Another of the special features we boast of are four glass-fronted 
conference rooms provided for student groups. Here they can carry on 
their study activities and be shut away from the main reading rooms. 


My assistants are students who have volunteered to work in the 
library. This year they are receiving a hard-earned credit for their 
service. Besides receiving instruction in library science, these 
people participate in service at the desk and in the care of library 
materials. They also plan and set up our displays and posters, write 
articles for the school paper, help their fellow students find the 
"right book", and altogether receive a rich experience in school citi- 


zenship. 


We have two main displays. One features new books, the others are 
planned to catch student interest and may start some individuals in a 
new line of study and open the doors to new and broader experiences, 
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Recently we had an interesting one on winter sports. These displays 
are changed every two weeks, and in each case have created an immediate 
demand for those books featured. We also place arrangements of book 
jackets in the English and History rooms to acquaint the students with 
more of our titles. Our other means of publicity lies in book reviews, 
book previews, and literary quizzes which appear in the library column 
of the school paper. 


This year, in order to orient our students in the use of library 
materials, I have invited each English class to the library, presented 
the students with a handbook of rules and privileges, which I explained 
carefully, then took them on a "tour" of the library to show them the 
location of our materials. This has successfully brought the variety 
of our collection to the students! attention with immediate and gratifying 
results. Our circulation has already doubled that of last year * . the 
old building. 


It is an exciting challenge to organize such a library and set the 
wheels in motion for service to our entire student body, to provide 
reading and meet the requests of each individual. Truly it is a laboratory, 
for the student must learn to investigate and discriminate facts for 
himself, We merely suggest--the choice lies with him. 


I am proud of our library, and I am extremely grateful for the full 
co-operation of the faculty and supervisors. With their help and active 
interest the library is rapidly becoming the life-line of the school. 


Maxine Slagowski, Librarian 
Idaho Falls Senior High School 


"At its meeting in May, the State Library Extension Commission 
decided to ask for the addition of only one field worker to the staff 
at this time. This field worker should have special training in Library 
Science and Rural Sociology, with additidnal qualifications as a speaker 
and publicity director. Her duties would include visiting libraries 
within the state, giving assistance in technical processes, book selection, 
reader's advisory service and reference, Such services are needed in 
school libraries and in public libraries where the personnel is untrained, 


The Travel Fund would need to be increased, since the field worker 
would be spending more time in travel than the secretary has been able to 
do. Each year the demand for library service through tne Commission office 
increases, and since the books are distributed by mail the postage fund 
must be made larger. Other items in the budget cover library books and 
supplies, office supplies, and equipment. The total budget request for 
the biennium is $0,624.50, an increase of about $10,000 over the present 
appropriation." —'Montana Libraries", page 8. Vol. VI, No. l. 
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MACKAY HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY 


Although the school is small and funds are limited, the Mackay | 
public school offers rather complete library service to its high school 
and junior high school students and faculty members, 


Nearly 1600 volumes were included in the library at the beginning | 
of the 1952-53 school year in Mackay, and 279 new books have been added 
this year, for a total of 1879 volumes. Books are arranged according to 
the Dewey decimal system, with a complete card catalogue for efficient 
selection. 


-——— One hundred high school students and seventy-two junior high schoolers | 
( are serviced by the Mackay school library.) A class of six girls receive 
school credit for library work, which consists of loaning books, typing 
catalogue cards, mending books, and other duties involved with the care 
and distribution of library books. 
By December 1, 1952, 1,159 books were loaned to students. One- | 
fourth of these books were non-fiction material. ' 


A wide assortment of magazines, both monthly and weekly, are 
collected by the library. Magazines are assembled for binding each 
month for reference with the abridged reader's guides. 


Three complete sets of encyclopedias and several unabridged 
dictionaries are also available for reference work by students. 


Myra M, Tschang, Librarian 
Mackay High School 


"As the public library extension agency for Missouri, the State 
Library currently functions as a supplementary and guidance service. 
Specifically it performs the following main activities: 

l. assembling of information about libraries in the State, 

2. advising existing libraries on internal policy and management, 

3. furnishing of reference service and loaning of special materials 

to existing libraries, 

4. furnishing of reference service and loaning of special materials 
directly to almost one million people and many groups outside of 
local library districts, 

5s encouraging new and adequate library units’in parts of the State 
now lacking service, 

6. encouraging small libraries to reorganize into larger units so 
they can provide improved service, 

7. distributing state money provided for the aid of local libraries," 

Lowell Martin, "Impressions of Missouri Libraries." M.L.A. Quarterly, 
Vol. 13, No. 4, December, 1952, page 103. 


MIDDLETON HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY 


Our library is progressing. This year the librarian has two free 
periods in the library. Of course, students come into the library to 
study, but there is no study hall in the library during those periods. 
This year we are using permits, This means students must come to the 
library before the period starts and stay the entire period. 


Just what do student librarians do to earn their credit in other 
schools? I assign written work often on use of reference books and on 
a handbook I have completed for their use. Regardless of this work, 
more students wanted to help this year. As a result, one student librarian 
writes articles for our page of the local paper. Others are good at art 
work on the blackboard and others help with book-jacket displays. The 
day after election, I returned to see the letters "Ike" spelled out with 
book jackets. This caused many reactions - both for political discussion 
and to circulate the books. 


An old trophy case was left in our library. The student librarians 
now keep seasonal displays in it. Before Thanksgiving paper pilgrim 
couples were depicted walking to a paper church while a small log cabin 
stood at one end of the case. This cabin was a replica of those built 
at Schonbrunn, Ohio, the first Christian Indian village. 


The discussion at our May meeting produced a very worthwhile group 
meeting at I.E.A. in Boise. It is encouraging to know our school libr- 
aries are becoming more unified, so that our students may transfer or go 
to college and still be at home in the library. 


Emma H. Mount, Librarian 
Middleton High School 


RECRUIT! 


"What means can we use for recruiting personnel? Besides talking 
personally to individuals you feel may have the necessary qualifications 
for library work and who may be interested, leaflets may be acquired 
(some published by ALA) and distributed at strategic places, as in the 
public libraries themselves, Also in high schools where career conferences 
are held, making sure that a section on library work is scheduled, or .. 
asking high school counselors to be on the look-out for potential libr- 
arians are other means of reaching people. Even your own enthusiasm 
about your work will be a good 'convincer,' but whatever you do, won't 
you make it your business to do some recruiting? We need librarians, 
both public and school. Remember tho', we want librarians who will be 
a credit to the profession." Marguerite Pasquale, "Let's Do Something 
About This." Arizona Librarian, Vol. IX, No. h, October, 1952, page 8. 
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MADISON HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY (REXBURG) 


This year every student who registered for library has been retained 
on the library staff, thus we have from three to four students working in 
the library each hour of the day. Several are excellent typists and are 
now able to make perfect catalog cards with very little supervision. 

Some are doing exceptional work in filing the finished cards. We are 
particularly proud of our card catalog and feel that it is entirely ade- 
quate for our collection. 


We have indexed every play and short story contained in our books. 
This is saving us hundreds of hours in searching for a given title. It 
has been a big task and by some could be considered a useless activity 
but we have been unable to convince the exchequer that ready made indexes 
are not too expensive to buy. 


Several of our student librarians do not type. These are doing good 
work in lettering, mending, and clipping for our picture file. Wve are 
doing more than ever before in the way of repairing books in an effort 
to keep some of our favorites in circulation. Our difficulty in replacing 
worn-out copies is as great as in obtaining new ones, and there has been 
no professional mending or repair in the past four years. 


Our shelves are crowded. In order to help this situation we have 
discarded all old magazines and are keeping only the past two years of 
the best ones. Our proximity to the Ricks College Library makes it 
possible for our students to take advantage of their bound volumes, 


At present we have received only eighteen of the one hundred twelve 
titles requested for purchase in our September list. It looks as if we 
will receive only a part of the list this year as we did last year and 
also the year before that and so on back. Our greatest difficulty is in 


obtaining new books. 


We need books, new ones in every field! Especially in science and 
social science, where material becomes out-of-date and inadequate in a 
few years. We need MUCH more material in the reference collection. We 
need replacement of many favorite titles which have all but gone out of 
existance from long and constant use. Yes} we need every kind of book. 
We could do a little house cleaning of old material and would gladly do 
so but think perhaps old titles look better than bare shelves. 


Juliana S. Hart, Librarian 
Madison High School, Rexburg 


(PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS; TELL THEM WHERE YOU SAW THE AD! ) 
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TWIN FALLS HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY 


Twin Falls High School has had another busy and, I believe, 
successful four months of school. Most of our faculty returned, which 
is a delight to the librarian. I have found contacts with our excel- 
lent faculty one of my most pleasant experiences. They are cooperative 
and appreciate the help we give their students in our library. 


Next fall we move into our new high school. This new building 
will be quite a renovation. It is a magnificient set-up. The library 
will occupy its own wing. From the huge windows facing the north, we 
can see a great portion of the Sawtooth Mountains. Needless to say 
we are all very eager to make the move, especially since we are very 
crowded in our present building. Even though our new building is to 
be a teachers' paradise, many of us shall miss the old surroundings. 


We issue an invitation to you all to visit our library next fall. 


Mrs. C. Re weaver, Librarian 
Twin Falls High School 
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THE ORGANIZATION, ACTIVITIES, AND PURPOSE OF THE 5th DISTRICT 
LIBRARIANS OF THE IDAHO EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 


Librarians of the 5th district completed their organization at the 
section meeting of IEA in October, 1952. The following officers were 
elected: Miss Mildred Wilswick, Pocatello senior high school, president; 
Mrs. Mary Nielsen, Soda Springs high school, secretary. 


The first meeting was held in the senior high school at Pocatello on 
November 22, Five librarians and two administrators attended this meeting. 
Problems confronting both high school librarians and school administrators 
in supplying adequate library facilities for student usage were topics of 
discussion. Miss Ruth G. Dana, home economics instructor, assisted by 
students from the home economics department, served a delicious luncheon 
in the attractively decorated dining room of the department. Following 
the luncheon Mr, Eli M. Oboler, librarian of Idaho State College, spoke 
on the topic, “Librarians: active or passive?" Many helpful suggestions 
and means of making the services of a library a more valuable asset to 
the school and community were presentede 


Plans for another meeting of the high school librarians are being 
made to continue a study of the conditions in the libraries of the district. 


Mrs. Mary Nielsen 
Secretary 
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


Your committee wanted to balance the offices between the various 
types of libraries--elementary, high school, public, and college. We 
also wanted to give representation on the executive board to the new 
members as well as those who have been members of the association for 
a considerable time, We felt that in this way the board could work 
out a program which would carry on the work already begun and at the 
same time adopt new and progressive ideas and projects. 


Making up this slate of nominees has required the writing of nearly 
100 letters by members of the committee and individuals who have adcepted 
or rejected nominations, There have also been several long distance 
calls, a number of local calls, and some personal interviews. 


Officers elected now take office at the end of the district meeting 
next May and serve two years. Our new constitution includes the 
representative on the Council of the American Library Association among 
the officers to be elected at this time and states that all but he shall 
serve two years. It does not say how long he shall serve or how or 
when he shall be reelected. The consitution of the A. Le A. sets a four 
year period of service for councilors elected by them, Of course, the 
councilor must be a member of both A. L. A. and the organization which 
he represents, 


The council holds two meetings a year: one with the general con- 
ference of the Association which is usually held in the Spring or early 
Summer, and a Mid-winter meeting in January. The second is the most 
important business meeting and if at all possible our representative 
should be able to attend that meeting. If he cannot, he is burdened with 
an unlimited amount of correspondence, We have, in the past, had only 
one librarian (Mr, Oboler) who has regularly attended this meeting, 
who has represented us by appointment of our Executive Board since we 
became a chapter of A. L. A. in 1950. His term does not expire until 
after the 1955 A. L. A. Conference, When a councilor cannot attend a 
meeting, the A. L. A. authorizes the organization represented to appoint 
an alternate, It now appears that with the development of our libraries 
and our organization, there will more often be other librarians who can 
attend Mid-winter meetings. 


Your committee feels that since our consitution is not too definite 
and since A. L. A. is in process of revising its requirements on this 
point, no election for this office should now be held. Therefore, we 
are placing no name on the ballot but are asking you to approve or dis- 
approve the proposition that our present councilor continue to serve in 
this capacity until constitutional matters are clarified. 


In conclusion we present the following names for other officers for 
the next biennium (all names are in alphabetical order after each office). 


President--Mrs, Amy C. Ambrose, Librarian, Meridian High School 
Library; Miss Marion Bingham, Librarian of Boise Public Library. The 
President elected now will be Idaho's official hostess at the meeting 
cca” Northwest Library Association at Sun Valley, September 

> 
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Vice President and President elect--Mrs. Maxine Slagowski, 
Librarian, Idaho Falls High School Library; Mr. Lee Zimmerman, Librarian, 
University of Idaho, 


Secretary--Mrs. Geneva Bittleston, Librarian, Northwest Nazarene 
College, Nampa. 


Treasurer--Miss Mary E. Brasch, Loan Librarian, University of 
Idaho Library; Mrs. Ruth Higgins, Pocatello Public Library. 


P. Ne L. A. representative (must be a member of both organizations 
and should be able to attend two board meetings a year). Miss Alice 
McLain, Reference Librarian, Idaho State College; Mr. Leonard Thorpe, 
University of Idaho Library. 


Miss Martha Guenther 
Miss Marie Coffin 
Miss Marion Orr, Chairman 


the IDAHO LIBRARIAN 
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CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION COMMITTEE REPORT 


Miss Marion Orr wrote concerning Article 5, Section . She 
believed the amendment should state that the name proposed for honor- 
ary life membership should be a member of ISLA and PNLA, Also, that 
it did not fit in with the action taken in PNLA meeting in Victoria. 
So, I believe this should be kept in mind for discussion, 


Also Mrs, Pearce thought that the State Divisions should be: 
a. All members resident of the ten northern counties 
constitute the Northern District. 
b. South of Idaho county and east to and including Twin 
Falls should constitute the Southwestern District. 
She said she thought Idaho County had closer ties with the northern 
than with the southern part of the state. 


The results of voting on Amendments and by-laws to I.S.L.A. 
Constitution were as follows: 123 ballots mailed, 68 returned. 


FOR Against Blank 
Article III, Section 2b 66 


Article V, Section 1 
Article V, Section h 
Article VIII, Section 1 


Article VIII, Section 3 


Article IX, Section 1 
Article X, Section 1 

By-Laws 

Article I, Section 1 

Article I, Section 6 


Mrs, Geneva Bittleston, Chairman 
Constitutional Revision Committee 


Mrs. Anna Craven 
Mrs. R. Stanley Pearce 


(PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTIZERS; TELL THEM WHERE YOU SAW THE AD!) 
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IDAHO STATE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 


Revised May 19, 1951 and 
November 1, 1952 


Article I 
Name 


The name of this organization shall be the Idaho State Library 
Association, 


Article II 
Object 


The object of this association shall be to promote library 
interests and development, to raise the standards of library service, 
and to foster fraternal relations among librarians and those inter- 
ested in library service, 


Article III 
Membership 


Section 1. Any person or institution interested in library work in 
Idaho may become a member of the Association by paying dues as pro- 
vided in the by-laws. 


Section 2, There shall be four classes of membership: individual, 
institutional, life and honorary. 

a. Life membership shall be for individual members only. 

b. On nomination by the Executive Board, individuals active in 


library work as well as those persons who have rendered im- 
portant services to library interests in the state but who 

are not actively identified with library work, may be elected | 
honorary members by unanimous vote at any meeting of the 
Association, Such members are exempt from payment of dues, 

may voice opinions and servé on committees but have no vote. 


c. Institutional members are entitled to one vote through a 
delegated representative of the governing body of the in- 
stitution. 


Article IV 
Officers 


Section 1, The officers of this association shall be a president, 
a vice-president, a secretary and a treasurer. 


Section 2. The duties of these officers shall be those usually 
pertaining to such positions plus the following: 


a. The President shall submit a written report at the biennial 
meeting. 
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b. The Vice-President shall be President-Elect. This provision 
shall take effect at the first election following adoption 
of this revised constitution. 

The Secretary shall handle all mailing of notices and pub- 
lications to the membership at large and such other corre- 
spondence as shall be assigned. The Secretary shall send news 
of ISLA activities regualrly to the PNLA Quarterly, THE ALA 
BULLETIN and other news outlets. 

The Treasurer shall serve as chairman of the Membership 
Committee and shall summit a written report at the biennial 
meeting covering finances and membership. 


Article V 
Regional and National Affiliation 


Section 1. A member of the Association who is also a member of the 
Pacific Northwest Library Association shall be elected to serve as 
PNLA Representative for a term of two years. The term of office shall 
begin on October lst and continue to September 30 of the second year; 
this is to coincide with the PNLA ficcal year. 


Section 2. The Association, accepted as a state chapter of the 
American Library Association on January 31, 1951, shall elect a member 
who is also a member of the American Library Association to serve as 
ALA Councilor for a term of four years to conform with ALA practice, 
except that the Councilor elected in 1951 shall serve only until 1953 
when the first ceneral election under this constitution shall be held, 
One of the officers of the Association may also be elected to serve 
as ALA Councilor. 


Section 3, The PNLA Representative and the ALA Councilor shall each 
submit a written report at the biennial meeting. 


Section 4. The Executive Board shall be empowered to recommend for 
Honorary Life Membership in PNLA to the PNLA Board persons who have 
rendered outstanding service to library interests in the state. 


Article VI 
Executive Board 


Section 1. The Executive Board shall consist of the four officers, 
the immediate past President, the PNLA Representative and the ALA 
Councilor (who may be one of the four officers). The President of 
the Association shall be chairman of the Executive Board. 


Section 2. Duties of the Executive Board shall be: 


a. To appoint the chairmen and approve the membership of all 
standing and special committees. 

b. To approve all expenditures of the Association, 

c. To plan the programs for the biennial meetings and district 
meetings. 

d. To fill a vacancy in any office except that of President for 
an unexpired term. In the event that the office of President 
is vacant and the Vice-President cannot take over this office 
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a special election shall be called by the Executive Board 
under the direction of the Secretary. 

To advise the President on the administration of the affairs 
of the Association. 


Section 3. The Executive Board shall meet as soon as possible follow- 
ing the biennial meeting of the Association to appoint committees, 
outline the year's work, and make tentative plans for the district 
meetings. Other meetings may be called by the President as needed. 


Section h, A quorum of the Executive Board shall be three, 


Article VII 
Committees 


Section 1. There shall be four standing committees of at least three 
members each appointed for the biennium: Membership, Legislative, 
Library Development, and Publications. 


Section 2. Special committees may be anpointed as needed, 


Section 3. A nominating Committee of three members shall be appointed 
as needed. 


Section h, All committee chairmen shall submit a written report at 
the biennial meeting. 


Article VIII 
Elections and Terms of Office 


Section 1. Beginning with 1953, election years shall be the odd- 
numbered years. Terms of office shall be two years except that of 
ALA Councilor. New officers shall take office immediately following 
the District meeting. In 1953 all officers, the PNLA Representative, 
and the ALA Councilor shall be newly elected, 


Section 2. The Nominating Committee shallprepare a ballot naming two 
candidates for each office except that of President. In 1953 two 
candidates for the office of President shall be nominated, Candidates 
shall be members in good standing. The ballot shall contain provision 
for write-in votes for each office, 


Section 3. The chairman of the Nominating Committee shall conduct 
the election by mail ballot three months before the district meeting, 
notify the successful candidates immediately thereafter, and report 
the result of the election at the district meeting. Candidates re- 
ceiving the largest number of votes cast shall be declared elected, 


Article IX - 
Meetings 


Section 1. Regular biennial meetings shall be held in the even- 
numbered years at a pbace and date to be designated by the Executive 
Board. In odd-numbered years there shall be district meetings planned 
by the Executive Board and conducted by a chairman appointed by the 
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Executive Board. 
A. State Divisions for Districts: 
ae All members resident of Lewiston or North shall constitute 
the Northern District. 
b. South of Lewiston and East to and including Twin Falls shall 
constitute the Southwestern District. 
c. Everyone East of Twin Falls shall constitute the Southeastern 
District. 
Section 2, Ten percent of the individual membership of the Association 
shall constitute a quorum at any statewide meeting. 


Section 3. Notices of meetings shall be mailed not later than one month 
prior to the date set. 


Section 4. Special meetings may be called by the Executive Board. 


Article X 
Amendments 
Section 1. This constitution may be amended by mail ballot requiring | 
two-thirds favorable vote of ballots returned. 


Section 2. The by-laws may be amended by two-thirds vote of those 
present at any meeting of the Association. 


BY-LAWS 
Article I 
Dues 

Section 1. Dues for individual membership shall be based on.a salary 
scale as follows: 

$1.00 per year on salaries up to and including $1,999. 

$1.50 per year on salaries from 2,000 to 9259996 

$2.00 per year on salaries from $3,000 to 3,999.6 

$3.00 per year on salaries of $4,000 or over 

$2.00 per year for institutional membership 

$25.00 for life membership 
Section 2. The membership year shall be the calendar year. The 
Treasurer shall solicit dues annually the first week of January. 
Dues shall be payable by February 1. 
Section 3. Second notices shall be sent to delinquent members the 
first week of March. 
Section 4. A list of members in good standing shall be serait aa 
to the membership in April of each year. — we 
Section 5. Delinquent members. shall.not be eligible to vote or re- 
ceive appointment on committees. 
Section 6, Members joining the Asséciation and-peying dues after 
October tst whll-be considered as paid in full for the following year. 


“Article If 
Parliamentary Authority 


Robert's Rules of Order in the latest edition shall be the 
parliamentary authority for all meetings of the Association. 


(PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS; TELL THEM WHERE YOU SAW THE AD!) 
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DISTRICT ISLA MEETINGS NEWS 


The 1953 annual meeting of the ISLA will be composed of three 
district meetings, to take place in Lewiston (May 4), Boise (May 6), 
and Idaho Falls (May 8), Miss Maryan E. Reynolds, State Librarian of 
Washington, has agreed to serve as consultant and will attend all three 
meetings along with Mr, Louis Ledger, Western District Manager of 
Gaylord Bros., and your association president. The program at each 
meeting will take one full day, ificluding the following activities: 


9-10 - ISLA business meeting - E. Oboler, President 

10-12 - "Book Selection for Small Libraries" - Miss Reynolds, 
Chairman - Talk and floor discussion 

12-1 - Luncheon and entertainment (arranged by local chairman) 

1-3 Mending and Binding Workshop - Mr. Louis Ledger, Chairman 

3-5 .- "Library Problems" - Round Table, with floor discussion 


Those in charge of preparations for these meeting are the following: 


Northern District - Lee Zimmerman, chairman; Mrs. Clara Kelley, . 
local arrangements. 

Southwestern District - Miss Mildred Selby, chairman. a 
Southeastern District - Miss Marion Orr, chairman, ee 
All meetings are being held in the local public libraries. Further 

details and any possible change in the progress will be given in the 

April "Idaho Librarian." To find out in which district you live, see 

Article IX, Section 1 of the revised ISLA Constitution. 


It is hoped that these programs will be of interest to every 
variety of librarian in ISLA = public, school, and college. There 
has been some feeling that annual meetings have not provided sufficient 
items of interest beyond public libraries, Miss Orr has permitted me to 
quote from a letter she recently wrote: 


"In the past we have had very few school librarians in our member- 
ship because there were so few school librarians in active service in 
the state. We realized that our spring meeting gav@ undue emphasis to 
public library work because this is a legislative year and every one is 
anxious to get some modern legislation on the Idaho statutes, The 
public library law has remained practically unchanged since it was first 
written about 1903. While school legislation is far from satisfactory, 
it has, at least, been modernized in recent years and will become more 
and more satisfactory as experience leads to frequent revision, 


In thinking over the meeting after it had closed, we feared that 
some school librarians, especially new members, might feel as you did. 
However, there is a very definite place in the organization for 
school librarians and it takes both school and public libraries in 
cooperation to serve the full needs of the community, and I believe 
that if you continue your membership in the organization you will 
find that this is true and that the Association will give added 
inspiration and help to both groups." 


. 
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NEWS ON INTELLECTUAL FPEEDOM 


The following news notes were recently received from Paul Bixler, 
Secretary of the ALA Intellectual Freedom Committee: 


The Library of Congress has just published Freedom of Information: 
Suppyenentary of Recent by Helen F. Conover, is an 
anno st of material written on the subject since the publication 
of a selective survey in 1949. It can be purchased from the Library's 
Card. Division for 30 cents, 
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Stimulated by its Intellectual Freedom Committee, the California 
Library Association went on record in its October convention in favor 
of "the teaching of UNESCO in the public schools and opposing the 
censorship or elimination of books and materials on subjects relating 
to UNESCO and world understanding from classrooms and libraries of all 
types." The resolution said also, in part, that persons 


who attack UNESCO and the ideals for which it 
stands are unwittingly suppressing the very 
freedoms they propose to protect, World 
friendship and world understanding, in one 
form or another, have been taught in the 
public schools since World War I without 
previously having been thought controversial 
or subversive, There is real danger that cen- 
sorship of books and other materials though 
originating in the classroom may spread 
rapidly to school and public libraries in 
violation of our Library Bill of Rights. 


x x x 


kKecently at a state library associaiiun meeting in the Middle 
West a group of librarians put ona series of scenes about librarian- 
borrower-public relationships, One depicted an excited colloquy 
between an American Legionnaire and the chairman of a Public Library 
Board of Trustees, It developed that the Legionnaire had gone to the 
library and complained about several books on the shelves, On duty at 
the circulation desk was a young nonprofessional, who immediately went 
into a backroom, brought out a copy of the Library Bill of Rights, 
handed it without more ado to his irate caller, and said, "Here you 
are, This is our policy about books, It's all there in black and white." 


Later, when the Legionnaire has left the library, he reads the LBR, 
fastens upon section 5 and complains about it to the lawyer chai~™an of 
the library board, The chairman, who fundamentally believes in intellec- 
tual freedom but hasn't ever got that far in the fine print, is disturbed, 
and he runs to the head librarian for help and an explanation, 


But the payoff comes in the next scene, a library staff meeting, 
in which it develops that the young desk attendant had already for- 
gotten the incident with the Legionnaire and had no idea that the 
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library was plunging into difficulties, 


Moral 1: The Library Bill of Rights is not something to be stuck 
away in the safe for a rainy day. It's something to be openly discussed 
and a by library trustees and library staff before the deluge . 
comes down, 


Yoral 2: Defending intellectual freedom is a professional 
obligation. It is possible for a problem to develop where a staff 
association has both professional and nonprofessional members, At 
Boston Public, for instance, in an informal petition of support for 
the Library Bill of Rights and the Labelling statement, there was 
some hesitation about signing the document on the part of nonprofes- 
sional workers who lacked civil service status and who were insuffi- 
ciently aware of the library's responsibility. for the public interest 
as over against private interests. 


Moral 3: Role playing can be fun--and a valuable exercise. Its 
greatest value develops if librarians will play the roles of borrower, 
trustee and man-in-the-street up to the hilt. 


xxx 


Ex-librarian Ruth Brown and ex-library trustee, Darlene Essary 
have lost their case against the city government of Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma. In 1950 the city commissioners named a new library board 
supplanting the established board and librarian. The Misses Brown 
and ELssary contended that their action was contrary to state statutes, 
to state interest in library matters and to the "general public wel- 


fare." On September 16 the Oklahoma Supreme Court ruled against the 
plaintiffs, holding that "the operation and administration of a city 
public library is a matter of strictly municipal concern." To those 
who recall the Bartlesville background, it will seem unfortunate 
that the law in this instance could not be brought to encompass 
intellectual freedom or courageous performance, 


",.-you must read with an open mind, prejudiced neither for nor 
against and, equally, not to be influenced unduly by persuasive, clever 
presentation. Whatever you read, unless it be mathematical tables, dates, 
or similar matter about which there can be no question, weigh the evi- 
dence, sift the facts, criticize, the opinions to the utmost of your 
ability. Not only will you in this way be able to arrive at a better. 
understanding of the truth; you will, by reading critically, exercise 
your own mind. And that is worth doing more than any mere assimilation 
of other people's ideas." Lionel McColvin, in his "How To Use Books", 
pp. 31-32. (Cambridge University Press, 19/8) 
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ALA News 


Librarians working with children and young people in either public 
libraries or in schools are elégible to apply for the new E. P. Dutton- 
John Macrae Award for Advanced Study in the Field of Library Work with 
Children and Young People, the American Library Association announces, 


This annual award of $1,000 was established in July, 1952, by the 
E. P. Dutton Company as part of its centennial celebration, It is in 
honor of two former presidents of the company. 


The Award is made and is administered by the American Library 
Association. For 1953, a special committee was appointed by the 
Executive Board of the ALA to work out plans for the award and to 
select the candidate to receive it. The committee includes representa=- 
tives of the ALA Division of Libraries for Children and Young People 
and the American Association of School Librarians and the Board of Ed- 
ucation for Librarianship. The representative of the last named group, 
Mrs. Frances Spain, is chairman of the Committee, 


Proposals submitted must indicate clear possiblities of contribut= 
ing to library service to children and young people as well as to the 
professional growth of the recipient. The award may be used for formal 
advanced study in librarianship or related fields or for informal 
advanced study and investigation through directed services in an es- 
tablished children's or young people's department in a public library 
or in a school library, or through other appropriate projects, Appli- 
cations for the 1953-5, award must be received by April 15. Announce-= 
ment of the result will be made by May 15. For further details and 
application blanks write to: 


Mrs. Frances Lander Spain, Chairman 

E. P. Dutton-John Macrae Award Committee 
School of Library Science 

University of Southern California 

Los 7, California 


TO IMPROVE READING 


"The importance of the high school library and librarians cannot 

be over-emphasized in considering the all-school development of reading 
competence, The trained librarian is much more than a person who selects 
books, catalogs them, places them on shelves, and lends them over a desk. 
In the best sense of the word the librarian is a teacher, one who can 
exercise considerable influence toward better reading directly upon stu- 
dents, and indirectly through the preparation of materials to go to class- 
rooms. To perform these services the librarian must have time and freedom 
from routine tasks. The library should not be used at any time as a study- 
hall or a ‘deteénbion-room, nor should the librarian have to be a disci- 
plinarian, The library should be viewed as a laboratory for the practical 
advancement of the educational aims of all departments of instruction." 

Robert C. Pooley in his "Distribution of Responsibility for the Reading 
Program" in Dooting In An - of Mass Communication, pp. 101-102. 


(Appleton-Century-Crorts, Inc., 1909) 
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LIBRARY SERVICES BILL AGAIN 


The library Services Bill was not brought on the floor of Congress 
for action in the last session, At adjournment time the bill was on the 
Senate Calendar and ready for floor action, The Senate Committee on 
Labor and Public Welfare reported favorably on it in the fall of 1951. 
Favorable hearings on the Bill had been held in the House by a sub= 
committee which reported it to the Education and Labor Committee where 
it was pending at adjournment. The same Bill will be introduced in the 
83rd Congress which meets in January, 


The reorganization which always occurs when there is a change in 
administration will probably delay all legislative programs during the 
first month of Congress, That delay will give friends of the nag oot 4 
Services Bill time to organize their support, Be sure that your Wash- 
ington representatives are completely familiar with the Bill and its 
provisions, and that they know how your community would profit by its 
passage. 


Senators Dworshak and Welker have not as yet indicated their opin- 
ions on this bill; Congressman Budge has indicated support. Mrs. Pfost, 
of course, is too newly installed to have had an opportunity to express 
herself, It is important that all. be familiarized with the provisions of 
the Bill and its potential contribution to Idaho. Donot neglect those 
representatives who have already pledged their support. Citizens about 
the state who are without adequate library service can write convincingly 
about their desire and need for books, and all Washington representatives 
want advice straight from these people. So inform your ffiends and neigh- 
bors about the provisions of the Bill and assure them that their letters 
will be welcome in Washington, 


Remember that further information about the Bill may be secured for 
yourself and your friends by writing to Miss Julia Bennett, American 
Library Association, Washington Office, Congressional Hotel, Washington 
3, D. Ce Detailed information is also to be found in previous issues 
of the "Librarian," 


ARE LIBRARIES TOMBS? 


"So far as our friends the librarians are concerned, we are afraid 
they have overdone the virtues of silence. Contemplation and chaos 
don't go together, but there is altogether too much restraint in libr- 
aries, A place comes alive when people can laugh out loud, when friends 
can discuss the things that concern them, and when other people can 
eavesdrop without too much straining. Keep the reading rooms sealed 
off, but make the rest of the library hospitable to the sound of the 
human voice. Bookshelves are not a final resting place for the written 
word; they are or should be traffic centers of ideas--even when the 
traffic is noisy. The important thing is to get rid of the feeling that 
services for the dear departed are going on just across the hall, 

Norman Cousins, "The Book Isn't Everything", The Saturday Review, 
March 8, 1952, pe 22. 


MISS FRASER 


Miss Jessie Fraser, past president 
and one of the founders of the ISLA, 
passed away November 25, 1952, after 
a long and painful illness. She will 
be remembered by all as a fine woman 
and strong influence for the best in 
Idaho librarianship. 


GRACE ENLARGES 


Grace Public Library has ordered 
new shelves for the building. They 
have enough books to double the 
amount on the shelves now. Pocatello 
Public Library donated a number of 
juvenile books, some for girls, some 
for boys, reference and adventure 
stories on the juvenile level. 
Mildred Ashbaker gave boys' books, 
mostly Zane Greys and western tales. 


POCATELLO TIDINGS 


Pocatello Public Library's Book 
Week reatures included special dis- 
plays, character-identification con- 
test for children, and radio inter- 
views. 

The day before Christmas a party 
was held in the Junior Room, with 
Santa Claus (a Library Board member), 
gifts, and candy. The attendance 
jammed the room. 

Because of various shifts and 
general Conditions, storage space is 
needed, and space has been rented in 


the basement of the old Tribune Build- 
This will, 


ing (one-half block away). 
of course, be only a temporary solu- 
tion; the new building is still only 
a plan, though, 


ISC LIBRARY 


Actual construction of the new 
$750,000 Idaho State College Library 
began in mid-January, 1953. 
tion should be completed by February, 
195k. A detailed description of the 
building will appear in the February 


Construc- Loan Assistant last September. 


DAVIS BUSY 


Belatedly, we received a clipping 
from the Idaho Statesman of May 20, 
1952, which we quote in part (the 
original article was 24 columns long): 

"Deborah Davis is the Boise public 
library's reference librarian...In a 
month's time Miss Davis will dig out 
the answers to 1200, sometimes 1500 
queries from people of Boise, Idaho, 
and the world...There is one question 
Miss Davis would like to answer with 
accuracy - for herself: "Where are 
the buried treasures in Idaho?" 


ADA COUNTY 


The Ada County Library Association 
held its November meeting in Boise. 
Mrs. Gecrze Ambrose of Meridian, former 
legislation chairman of ISLA, commented 
on current library legislation. New 
officers include Mrs, Edith Brummer, © 
president, Mrs. Gwen Smith, treasurer, 
and Mrs. Tony Bienapfl, program chairmar 


BOOK WEEK V 


Boise Public Library held its annual 
open house in celebration of National 
Book Week. Features included conducted 
tours, new book displays, and a merry- 
go-round of new juvenile books in the 
children's department. 


UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO NEWS 


Since July 1, two members of the 
library staff have resigned to accept 
positions in California. Fred Waldeck 
accepted appointment on the staff of 
the Stockton California Public Library; 
and Miss Helen Zackman, catalog assist- 
ant for the past four years, has been 
appointed to the Catalog Staff of the 
California State Library in Sacramento. 
Arantza Shuey (Mrs. Ben) was appointed 
Mrs, 
Shuey, born in Spain, came to the United 
States about three and a half years ago, 

An appropriation of $1,850,000 is 


issue of "Library Journal." AGRL-MéWex-to be asked of. this session of the 


gram No.l includes plans and discus- 
sion from the April, 1952, Library 
Building Plans Institute, held in 


Legislature for a new library build- 
ing. 
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